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f Jer. V. 29. 


Shall F not fit for theſe things, (atth 
the Lord ? Shall not my Soul be a= 
renged on (uch a Nation as this ? 


E are met together this Day in 
obedience to an AF of Parka- 
ment, which hath appointed ic 
a Day of Faſting and Humiliation. 
lh This hack been, in fan fort, obſerved by us 
[| * for many Years, and we have lately = a 
, TFeat many Faſts upon. other occaſions : But FE 
| 0h after all, we have but roo much reaſon to 

j apply to our ſelves the words of God ro Judah, in 
% the 44th Chapter of this Prophecy, and the 1 oth 
Verſe, They are not humbled even unto this day, 
aeither have they feared, nor walked in my Law, nor 
in my Statutes, that 1 ſet before you, and before 
your Fathers. And therefore we may allo juſtly 
fear ſuch a Viſttation, as he threatned them with. 
, in the words of the Text, Shall I-not viſit for theſe 
things, ſaith the Lord? Shall nof my Soul be aven- 
'ged on ſuch a Nation as this? God's viſiting doth 
fignifie in general, his exercifing of his Provi- 
dence, 


+ 
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dence, as our King and Governour ; which he 
doth ſometimes in a way of Mercy, viſiting with 
his Salvation, viſiting and redeeming his People ; 
and ſometimes in a way of Puniſhment, - and 
thus he is ſaid to viſit the Iniquities of the Fathers 
upon the Children, In this ſence, the Word viſit is 
uſed in that A& of Parliament, which appoints 
an Anniverſary Day of Faſting and Humiliation, to 


implore the Mercy of God, that neither the guilt of 


that Sacred and Innocent Blood, the Blood of King 
Charles the Firſt, nor thoſe other Sins by which God 
was provoked to deliver up us and our \King, into the 
hands of cruel and unreaſonable Men, 
time hereafter be viſited upon us or our 
Theſe are the words of the 4&, Ir isin this ſenc 
the word viſit is here uſed by God in the Text. 
Shall I not viſit ? is all one with what follows, 
Shall I not be avenged? Shall T not viſit ? Shall T 
not be avenged-?. is as much as if he had ſaid, I 
will ples; puniſh ; Ir is moſt juſt and fic I 
ſhould avenge my ſelf oz ſuch a Nation as this, a 
Nation ſo corrupt and finfull, as Judah is deſcri- 
bed and accuſed to be in this Chapter. 

" From thele words we may obſerve theſe three 
things, which are very properand ſcaſonable for 
our preſent Conſideration. 
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Firſt, That God doth exerciſe a Providence 
with refpect to Nations and Societies of Men. 


Secondly, That God hath regard to the mo- 
ral State of a Nation, in the exerciſing of his 
Providence with reſpect to them, 


Thirdly, That it is very fit that God ſhould, 
and very reaſonable to expect that God will, ſe- 
verely puniſh, and avenge himſelf of very finfull 
Nations. 


- Of theſe I ſhall ſpeak as plainly and briefly as 
E can, and make ſome ſcaſonable Application of 
them. | 


Firſt, That God doth exerciſe a Providence 
with reſpe& to Nations and Societies of Men. 
He buildeth and planteth, Fe placketh up, pulleth 
down, and deſtroyeth the Nations of the Earth, Jer. 
18. >, $, 9, 10, He increaſeth the Nations and: 
deftroyeth them. He enlargeth the- Nations, and 
ftraitneth them again, ſaich Job, 12. 23. The 
Prophet Jeremiah calls him King of Nations.. The 
Kingdom is the Lord's, (aich David, andhe is the Go- 
vernour among the Nations, Plal. 22, 28. Ae 
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 pudgeth the People righteouſly, and governeth the Na- 


tions of the Earth, Plal. 67. 4. And accordingly 
we find the Proſperity or Calamities of King- 
doms and Nations, continually aſcribed to God 
as 'the Author of them. He gives them Peace 
and Plenty , Safety and Deliverance; and if 
there be any evil in a City, it is from him, 


Secondly, God hath regard to the moral State 
of a Nation, in the exerciſe of his Providence 
with reſpect to them, both in diſpenſing his Fa- 
vours, and viſiting them with his Judgments. 
Shall 1 not viſit for theſe things ? Shall not my Soul 
be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? A Nation fo 
full of all Impiety and Wickedneſs. If ye be wil- 
ling and obedient, faith the Prophet to Judah, ye 


ſhall tat the good of the Land: But if ye refuſe and 


rebell, ye ſhall be devoured by the Sword, for the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, Ila. 1. 19, 20. 
And accordingly, we read all along, in the Hi- 
ſtory of God's dealing with his people 1/rael, that 
when they kept his Statutes. and obſerved his Laws, 
or turned fromthe evil of their ways, then he rejoy- 
ced over them to do them good, and gave them great 
Proſperity and Deliverances, Bat when they forgot 
his Covenant, and forſook his Worſhip, and mul- 
| tiplied 
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tiplied their Tranſgreſſions, then, as became 
che Holy one "of Iſrael, he viſited their Iniquities 
with Rods and their fins with Scourges. And this 
method of Providence was not peculiar with 
reſpect to the Jewiſh Nation. For the Prophet 
Feremiah tells us, that God would deal ' thus 
with all the Kingdoms of the World which are up- 
on the face of the earth ; that he would recompence 
them according to their deeds, and according to the 

works of their own hands, Jer. 25.14. 26. This 
God himſelt hath moſt plainly declared, as the 
ſtanding rule of his proceeding with all Na- 
tions, at all times, Jer. 18. 7, 8, 9, 10. At 
what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up and to pull 
down, and to deſtroy it : If that Nation turn from 
their evil, 1 will repent of the evil that I thought to 
dr. againſt it. And at what inſtant I ſhall. ſpeak 
concerning a Nation and concerning a Kingdom, to 

build and to plant it : Tf it do evil in my fieht, that 

it obey not my Voice, then will T repent of the good 
wherewith T ſaid T would benefit them. I proceed 

now to ſhew, _—_— 


Thirdly, Thar it is very fit that God ſhould, 
and very reaſonable to expe that God will, 
B ſeverely 
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ſeverely puniſh and avenge himſelf of very ſin- 
full Nations. . Shall. T not Viſut ? Shall I net be 
avenged ? © What can be ſaid againſt it? Is 
« there any Object that deſerves or requires, - the 
« execution of my wrath and vengeance, more 
« than ſuch a Nation as this? Can it be taought 
« that I will ſuffer ſuch prevailing Wickednels, 
« ſuch Combinations of ungodly Men, to go 
« unpuniſhed? If ever I interpoſe with my 


 « Judgments, certainly it will be in ſuch a caſe 


« as this; When I am thus provoked, when I 
« behold a Kingdom of evil-doers, a whole 
« Land lying in Wickedneſs. That we may be the 
more fully convinced of the Truth of this 
Obſervation, let us conſider theſe following 


things. 


Firft, That God is the only King of all the 


Nations of the Earth, and hath no Vice-gerents 
ro miniſter for him in his Government of King- 


doms aud Nations as ſuch. God hath appoin-. 


ted ſome, in the ſeveral Nations of the World, 
to judge and rule for him, and into their hands 


he hath put his Sword for the Puniſhment of 


private Offenders. They are bis Miniſters, his 
Revengers to execute wrath upon him that doth- 
ares | nn 
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evil, Rom. 13. 4. But he hath not committed 
co any the Power of calling whole Nations to 
an account, or made any ordinary Miniſters of 
his wrath, for the inflicting of publick and na- 
tional Judgments, There is not therefore that 
reaſon for God's immediate and extraordinary. 
interpoſing for the Puniſhment of ſingle Male- 
factors, as of wicked Nations and Kingdoms, 
over which, as they are ſuch, as they confiſt of 
Governours and Subjects, and are to be dealr 
with as compleat Societies of Men, and by ju- 
dicial Acts of general Concern, he hath reſer- 
ved the Government intirely in his own hands. 

In this ſenſe he is the only Potentate, King of 
Kings, .and Lord of Lords, The Puniſhment 
therefore of wicked Nations, ſuch vengeance doth 
more eſpecially belong to God, and is moſt rea- 
ſonable to be expeRted from him. | | 


Secondly, Wicked Nations and Kingdoms as 
ſuch are capable of Puniſhment only in this 
World, and if they efcape here they eſcape for 


ever. God's ſparing of wicked Perſons here, 


his ſuffering them to live in Pleaſure and Pro- 
ſperity, and to die in Peace, js only a deferring 


of their Puniſhment. He hath another ſeaſon 


B 2 : where- 
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wherein to avenge himſelf of them,viz, in the great _ 
day of the Revelation of bis Righteous Fudgment. But | 
then Kingdoms and Nations will be no more, 

and good and bad will be alike diſlolved ar laſt. 

And therefore if God doth ever take vengeance 

of them as ſuch, ir muſt be with Temporal 
Judgments in this World. 


Lal 
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Thirdly, Publick Judgments upon wicked Na- 
tions and Kingdoms do beſt ſerve the Ends of 
Temporal puniſhments. One end of Tempo- 
ral puniſhments is to make examples to them that | 
afterwards ſhall live ungodly, that all Men may hear - ©*- 
and fear and do no more / wickedly. But the Judg- 
ments of God upon wicked Nations, being more 
general and publick, the example of them will 
reach a great deal farther, than thoſe upon fin- | | 
gle Perſons. They are proper to awaken a 
whole Kingdom at once, and a loud Warning 

to all the Nations round about them. 

Another End of God's Temporal puniſh- 
ments is to make his Juſtice. and Holineſs, his | 
Power and Providence, to be known amongſt 
Men. And this alſo will be moſt effeua ly 
done, by publick Judgments. upon wicked Na- 


tions. Hereby God doth vindicate and mani- 
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feſt himſelf to all the World : He gives the moſt 
extenſive proof of his Righteous Government, 
and Holy Natyre, and Almighty Power, that 
he is a God who judgeth in the Earth. From theſe 
things then, duly weighed and conſidered, . we 
may very reaſonably infer; That God will, 
and that it is very proper and fit that he ſhould, 
ſignally puniſh and avenge himſelf of very wick- 
ed Nations. - Y 

Bur ſome Men, perhaps, may be ready to 
object. That the matter of. Fa& is otherwiſe, 
that the moſt wicked Nations, are ſometimes 
the moſt proſperous and happy, are neither pla- 
gued nor in trouble like others that are lelſs 
wicked. | 

In anſwer to this, let us briefly conſider theſ, 
following things, = 


Firſt, That we may very eaſily miſtake in 
judging one Nation more wicked than ano- 
ther. Which of them hath the moſt and grea- 
reſt Sins, is a Subje&t too large and copious, 
for a ſingle Perſon to make ſuch a thorow in- 
quiry into, as he may build any certain Judg-- 
ment upon. He muſt have ſuch a true and 
perfect Knowledge, of many dark and diſtant 

| | things, 
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things, and of many different Circumſtances, 
as he cannot reaſonably hope he ſhould ever 
attain to, before he can be qualified to deter. 
mine any thing in this caſe. We are allo ge- 
nerally apt to be impoſed upon, and miſled þ 

our own partial Aﬀections, and do often con- 
demn and juſtific, aggravate and extenuate the 
faulcs of Men, not according to the reaſon of 
the Caſe, but according as we are affefted our 
ſelves. That zeal and indignation, which is 
ſtirred up in us, by thoſe great Iniquities we are 
Eye-witneſles of, diſpoſeth us to think there are 
no greater.” And, on the other ſide, our love 
to our own Country makes us oftentimes too 
favourable to it, in comparing our ſelves with 
others. We have therefore much more reaſon 
to conclude, that we are miſtaken in our cen- 
ſures, when-ever they contradict the Obſervati- 
ons we have now made, than that God doth 
not do, what: is ſo fit and reaſonable that he 


ſhould do. 


Secondly, God may exerciſe a Providence with 


reſpect to Nations as ſuch, and deal with them 
acrorang to their moral State, and yer it will 
not be always neceſlary that the moſt wicked 

Y ES Nati- 
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Narion ſhould be moſt miſerable. For if the 
preſent Generation of one People be not ſo wic- 
ked, as thar of another which is more proſpe- 
rous, the preſent Judgments of God upon the 
leſs wicked may have reſpect to the Sins of the 
former Age, which God, for very wiſe and 
good Reaſons, may have deferred the Puniſh- 
ment of. The _— of Judah fejl out after 
fome beginnings of a Reformation in the days 
of Joſiah, Notwithſtanding all the good things 
were done, for God and Religion, by that ex- 
cellent Prince ; yet we read, 2 Kings 23. 26. 
That the Lord turned not from the fierceneſs . of his 


great wrath wherewith his Anger was kindled a- 


gainſt Judah,. Becauſe of all the provocations that 
Manaſleh had provoked him withal. Becaule, ſaith 
Toftah, v. 1 3. our Fathers have not hearkened unto the 
words of the Book of the Law, to do according to 
all that which is written concerning us. 


Thirdly, We are very liable to be miſtaken, 
in: making our Judgment of the Happineſs and 
Miſery of Nations compared one with another. 
We judge by partial Relations, and with partial 
Aﬀections. We are proud, and then. we think 
roo highly of our ſelves, and of our condition ;, 
| "LL ML ne We 
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We are vexed and diſcontented, and then we 


think we are of all Men moſt miſerable. The State 
of foreign Countries is oftentimes differently re- 
orted, and the moſt contrary Reports are e- 


qually believed, according as Men's affetions 


are inclined. Sometimes we admire and envy 


a People for that, which they themſelves bewail 
as a fore Calamity. As for inſtance, we are 
apt to think a vitorious People very happy. 
'The ſucceſs and conqueſts of their Arms make 
a great Noiſe in the World, and raiſe the En- 
'vy of their Neighbours ; when perhaps at the 


ſame time, the People are groaning under that 


oppreſſion by which their vitorious Army doth 


ſubſiſt, and pining away through that want and 
poverty, that loſs of friends and proſpedt of fu- 


ture ſlavery, which their own ViRtories bring 


and threaten them with. 


Fourthly, It is very conſiſtent with the Juſtice 
and Wiſdom of God, to ſuffer a wicked Nation, 
whoſe Puniſhment he deſigns to make an ex- 
ample and warning to others, to grow to. a 
great height of Security, and Power, and Repu- 
cation, that ſo their Fall may be the more con- 
ſpicuous ; thar all that fee it may be forced to 
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acknowledge, that it is the Lord's doing and mar. 
vellous in their Eyes, The Judgments of God 
are never fo much taken notice of as, when 
they are unexpected and furpriſing, when they 
befall a People full of the moſt confident hopes 
of Peace and Safety, when they ſuddenly bring 
them to a far different State than that they were 
in before, Whenas David expreſſeth it, P/. 37. 
35, 36. We have feen the wicked in great Profpe- 
rity, and ſpreadmg himſelf like a green Bay tree, 
and of a ſudden be puſſed away and lo he was not, 
we Jought him but be could not be fonnd, 


_ Fifthly, We cannot force thoſe future E- 
vents, which may quite alter the Stare of the 
; © Caſe, andtherefore ic is not fir we ſhould con- 
h clude any 'thing, againſt God's proceeding in 
this manner with Kingdoms and Nations, from 
] what fails our in our time and under our ob- 
| ſervation, Men are apt to think coo highly of 
| their own Wiſdom, and, if things do nor fall 
out agreeably to their own' Models, to fancy, 
thar either there is ſome Errour in God's Pro- 
vidence, or no Providence ar all ; that if God 
did indeed concern himſelf in puniſhin of wic- 
ked Nations, ſuch a fit Conjumeture, Py a fair 
4 C Op- 
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Opportunity, for the doing of it, would nor 
have been negle&ted by him. They have alſo 
generally a very great defire to ſee the Executi- 
on of God's Vengeance upon their Enemies, L 
upon a Nation they hate, . or fear, and have 
condemned as more wicked than themſelves ; 
and, when it is ſtill delayed, they are ready to. 

be froward and angry at the diſappointment, 

and to conclude that God doth not regard, 

that he doth not recompence ſinners in the Earth. 
David himſelf had well nigh ſlipt in this manner, 

when he ſaw the ungodly in great Proſperity, till. 

he had throughly conſidered the matter, and - 
then he acknowledged his Errour, that he was 
fooliſh and ignorant, as. a Beaſt before God. ' For. 

God ſeeth not as Man ſeeth ; one day is with him as 10 
a. thouſand Years, and a. thouſand Years as.one Day... 
He views all future times, and knows the fitteſt. 
Seaſon for Puniſhment :. And therefore when the 
wicked ſtill flouriſh, we ought to conclude, that. 
there 1s a time coming more proper for God's 
avenging himſelf. of them; and, inſtead of dil- | 
puting or quarrelling with his Providence, it. Y 
becomes us to acknowledge our own Folly and. 
Weakneſs, and to admire the unſearchable Wil- 

dom of. his proceeding, crying out witn St. Paul,, 
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Rom. 11.33. 0 the Depth of the Riches both of = 


the Wiſdom and Knowledee of God ! How unſearch- 
able are his Judgments, and his mays paſt finding 


out | 


If now we ſeriouſly reflect upon what hath 
been ſaid, we cannot but ſee very great reaſon 
to believe, That God doth exerciſe a Provi- 
dence with reſpect to Nations as ſuch, in which 
he hath regard to their moral State ; that ſooner 
or later he will viſit a very wicked People, that 
his Soul will be avenged on ſuch Nations. 1 
{hall therefore proceed ro make ſome ſealonable 
application of what hath been ſaid. 


Firſt, Let us not be too ſecure of our own 
Safety and Proſperity, For, notwithſtanding 


fairs otherwiſe, we have too much reaſon from 
our {ins to fear, that God's Anger is not turned 
away from us, but that his Hand is ſtretched out 
flill, ready to give the fatal Blow, and to exe- 
cute great Vengeance on ſuch a Nation as this; a 
Nation ſo corrupt and abominable in their doings, 
as we long have been and ſtill are. What great 
and numberleſs Tranſgrefſions have we crying 
loudly to God againſt us ? Amongſt thele we 
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have particularly taken notice, in-our Confefſi- 
on and Prayers this Day, of the barbarous Mur- 
ther of King Charles the Firſt, And I hope none 
of us come hither to difſſlemble with God. That 
we may be the better ſatisfied in what we have 
been now doing, and exerciſe our thoughts as 
becomes the occaſion and deſign of this Days 
Afembly ; let us refle& a little more particu- 
larly upon the provoking Nature of that horrid 
Fa#F. No guilt defiles a Land more than that of 
Blood; Ie cries loud and ſtains deep ; It is not 
ealily pardoned, or ſoon forgotten of God. He 
hath viſited this Iniquity in particular upon ſuc- 
ceeding Generations, and more frequently and 


miraculouſly -interpoſed for the Puniſhment of 


it than of any other-ſin. Surely then it cannot 
be thought impertinent to remember in onr 
Confeſſions, and to deprecate in our Prayers the 
vengeance of, that execrable Murther and moſt un- 
paralled Treaſon, as our Statute calls it ; the pub- 
lick Murther of our King, before the Gates of 
his own Palace, in the Face of. the Sun, with 
Boaſting and Triumph, witly 2 ſhameleſs abu- 
fing the Name of God, and Juſtice, and Relt- 
gion for the patronizing of it ; when the Honfes 
of Parliament had voted, the King's Conceſſions 


a-ground 
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a-ground for the Settlement of the Peace of the Nati- 
on; and when the Kingdom was under moſt 
ſolemn Proteſtations, Oaths and Covenants for the 
preſervation of his Perſon. I have not aggrava- 
ted this fin, beyond what was done by ſome of 
the moſt zealous Friends of the Parliament Caule. 
About 46 of the City Miniſters ſent a Letter to 
the General and Council of the Arty, dated Jan, 
17. 1648. wherein they tel] them, that Religi- 
on was made to ſtink by their Miſcarriages, and like 
to be a ſcorn to all the Chriſtian World, That, the 
Faces of God's ' Servants were covered with ſhame, 
and their hearts filled with grief for them, That 
they cannot but know, how fu the Word of God en- 
forceth Obedience to Magiſtrates, "and condemns un- 
der pain of Damnation ſuch Praftices as theirs. 
That they did difclaim, deteſt and abbor the 
wicked and bloody Tenents and Prattices of eſuits 
( the worſt of Papiſts ) concerning the oppoſing of 
lawfull Magiſtrates by private Perſons, and murther- 
ing of Kings by any, though under the moſt colour- 
able and ſpecions Pretences ; which Jefuitical Princi- 
ples and Counſels, they tell them, they fear may 
have too great a Concurrence with, if not an influ- 
ence upon the late Tranfafions. In a Book fub- 


fcribed and publiſhed by abont 6o of the Mini- 


ſters 
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fters of. London and others, They declared, That 
they held themſelves bound in Duty to God, Religion, 
the King, Parliament and Kingdom, to profeſs before 
God, Angels and Men that they did verily believe, the 
taking away the Life of the King in the preſent way 
of Trial, is not only not agreeable to any Word of | 
God, the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion ( ne- 
ver yet ſtained with the leaſt Drop of the Blood of 
a King) or the fundamental Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom, but contrary to the ſame, as alſo to the 
Oath of Allegiance, the Proteſtation of May 5.1641. 
and the Solemn League and Covenant. So great and 
provoking a {in then as this, cannot certainly 
be thought an improper occaſion for a Day of : 
Faſting and Fumiliation, or unworthy to be ta- 
ken notice of, when we call thoſe ſins to remem-. 
brance, which God may juſtly viſit our Nati- 
' on for. 41 

But, for the further ſatisfa&tion and vindica- 
tion of our ſelves in what we have been now 
doing, it may be expedient to anſwer two or 
three Objections, which may poſſibly be made 


againſt it. | 
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} Firſt, It may be objeted, That this was the 
' fin but of a few Men, and therefore there can 


be 
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be no great Reaſon to fear the Judgments of 
God upon the whole Community for it. In- 
deed I think we owe ſo much regard to the Ho- 
nour of our Nation, as not to make this Sin 


roo general, or uncharitably to. multiply the | 


Number of thoſe that were contriving, conſen- 
ting or acting in.it, eſpecially. ſo far as to charge 
it upon thoſe who did then publickly de- 
clare their abhorrence of it. But how few ſo- 
ever they were, they were enow to effect their 
horrid Deſign, without fear of any ſucceſsfull 
Oppoſition. However we: often find in Scrip- 
ture a whole Nation puniſhed, for the fins of 
ſome few particular Members of it, Joſhua 22. 
The Children of Iſrael make uſe of this as an 
Argument,. to. perſwade- their Brethren of the 
two Tribes and a half, which were on the other 
{ide of Jordan, not to ſet up another Altar, be- 
ſides the Altar of the Lord ; Becauſe, It will be, 
ſay they, v. 18. ſeeing ye rebel to day againſt 
the Lord, that to morrow he will be wroth 
with the whole Congregation of Tjrael. And to 
=_ they had reaſon. to. expect ſuch dealing 
rom God, they alledge the Inſtance of. 4: 
chan, v. 20. Did not Achan the Son of Zerah 
commit a. Treſpaſs in the. accurſed thing, and wrath 


felt; 
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fell on all the Congregation of lirael, and that Man 
periſhed not alone in his Iniquity, 


Secondly, It may be objeed, That this was 
the fin of the -Generation that is paſt, and there: 
fore not to be charged, or likely to bring the 

udgments of God upon us. But hath not God 
declared, that He vifiteth the Iniquities of the Fa- 
thers upon the Children, unto the third and fourth 
Generation * And in an eſpecial manner. God 
doth thus viſit for Blood, Thus he viſited for 
the Blood of the Gibeonites, and took vengeance 
for it many Years after ic was ſhed, 2 Sam. 
2+. 1. And our Saviour tells the Jews, Luke 11, 
-50, 51. that the Blood of all the Prophets which 
was ſhed from the Foundation of the World, ſhould 
be required of that Generation. And yet they 
profeſſed ro honour the Memory, and built the 
Sepulthres of thoſe Prophets their Fathers Killed. 
We muſt not therefore think, that the fins of 
the former Age are nothing to us : But we ought 
to confeſs them, to humble our ſelves for them, 
and- to deprecate the Vengeance of God upon 
their Account. Have: ye forgotten the ſins of your 
Fathers * faith the Prophet, Jer. 44. 9. And he 
makes this Confcſiion, Ch. 14. v; 20, We acknow- 
ledge, 
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ledge,. O Lord, our wickedneſs, and the iniquity of 
our Fathers, fo we have rebelled againſt thee. And 
thus the Congregation of the Jews, upon their ' 
Solemn Faſt, Neh. 9.. make a large Confeſſion 
of the ſins of their Fathers, as well as of their 
own fins, and acknowledge the Juſtice 'of God 
in thoſe great Calamities they had ſuffered for 
chem, V. 33, 34. Thou art juſt in all that is 
| brought upon us, for thou haſt done right, but we 

have done wickedly.. Neither have our Kings, ' our 
Princes, our Prieſts, nor our Fathers kept thy Law. 
| And Daniel, in his Prayer and Confeſſion to God, 
”" makes the like Acknowledgment of the Cauſe of 
their great Sufferings. Dan. 9. 16. For our ſins 
and for the iniquities of our Fathers, Jeruſalem and 
y thy People are become a Reproach to all that are 
about us. Accordingly. our Church hath right- 
= IT raught us to pray. Remember not, O Lord, 


our - iniquities, nor the iniquitie of our PFore- 


fathers. 


Thirdly, Ie may be objected, That we have 
ſufficiently humbled 'our ſelves for this Sin, and 
truly repented of it, and therefore have lictle 
caule to fear any evil from God upon the Ac- 


-aunt. of that, Repentance is indeed the beſt 
D SEC. 
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oy Ge curity we. can have, againſt thole publick 


Judgments which our ſins have. deſerved. Bur 
I am afraid this Sin is not, ſo much layed to 
heart by fome Men, or remembred with ſuch 
Indignation and Abhorrence, as is meet for Re: 
pentance. For to ſpeak freely, Are not ſome 
Mcn very induſtrious to blacken that King, and 
to reproach his Memory all they can,. and to 
xake up all the Calunanies they can fand agaioſt 
him, that they may extenuate the Git of thaſe 
that conſpired againſt, and took away his Life* Do 
they not ridicule our Aſſemblies upon this day, 
and make a jeſt of the occafion of them, and 
ſet up for Wirs fox that, which Solomen gives 
Men a very different Character for, for making 
a mock of fin.* How many basbarous and bloo- 
dy Conſpiracies bave been: detected againſt the 
Life of our preſent Sovereign, who, with fo 
much Toil and Hazard, ' hath reſcyed us from. 
the greateſt Dangers ? Certainly theſe are not 
fruits meet for Repentance : But indeed too evi- 
dent Proofs, that we afe not truly and general- 
ly enough humbled even unto this: day, and there- 
fore that we have but too much Reaſon ſtill to. 
perform, what the Law ſtill requires of us, the 
Duties, we baye been now ingaged in, : 
ut. 
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But alas, our other fins, the fins of this pre- 


ſent Generation alone, are ſo great and ſo ma- 
ny, that we may juſtly fear God will ſpeedily 
Viſit for them, and avenge himlelt by ſome of his 
ſharpeſt Judgments upon 'us. How wretchedly 
are we departed from the Living God by unbehef, 
and almoſt overrun with the rankeſt Hereſte and 
Infidelity 2 How hardly will it ſometimes con- 


fiſt. with a Man's intereſt to profeſs hinfelf a 


Chriſtian, in ſome of the weightier Matters of 
our Religion ? And what Principles or Practi- 
ces are bad pay to hinder Men's advance- 
ment ? Have we not known Clabs of the bol- 
deſt Deiſts and Socinians, who ridicule the Faith 
of Chriſt, and give maintenance and incourage- 
ment to any lewd Perſon that wilt but write a- 
oainſt it? How quietly are ſuch Authors ſuffered 
to publiſh the moſt Unchriſtian and Immoral 
Notions ? And what little hopes have we to ſee 
it otherwiſe ? It ſeems, we love to haveit fo ; but 
what ſhall we do in the end thereof * How fatal 
mult the Conſequences of fuch ungodly Libet: 
ty be? How impudently is the Name of God 
blaſphemed, his Day prophaned, and his Wor- 
ſhip deſpiſed 2 How few Magiſtrates have we, 
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HADES oth ths UP a9> bd Penis 9a nn ner 


A Sermon preached on 


who duly conſe ider whoſe Miniſters they are, and arc are 
hearcily concerned to make themſelves a terrour 
to evil-doers ? How greedily do all ſorts of Men 

zek their own things, and prefer their {ingle Tem- 
poral intereſt, before the Honour of God and Re- 
ligion, and he Publick good ? What baſe and 


| . ſordid Methods are uſed, not only by mean and 


indigent Perſons, but by Men of Quality and 
Eſtate to add a little to their Abundance? And 
for what other end do many ſeck for publick 
Offices, but to make themſelves: publick Grie- 


vances, and to promote their own private Ad. ,- 
vantage? Into what an exceſs of Riot are Men run, y | 


and with what ſhameleſs Impudence do they / 
commit the moſt abominable Lewdneſs? I wiſh 
we had not ſuch things to accuſe our own Nation 
of : But our Guilt is too apparent to be denied, 
and too great to be obſerved in filence by Us, 


who may juſtly apply to our ſelves that Com- 


mand of God to his Prophet, T/a. 58. 1. Cry a- 
loud, ſpare not, and ſhew my People their Tranſgreſ 


foms. And will not God viſit for theſe things ? 


Will not his Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this > What can we think of our preſent unde. 
ſerved and abuſed Peace, without a great and 

ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy Reformation, but, as the forerunner of "Ld 

| ſudden Deſtruftion coming upon us, as the Pro- 

[perity of Fools which will deftroy us ? 


- Secondly, From what hath been ſaid we may 
| learn, that Repentance and Reformation are 
| moſt neceflary and available, for the preſerving 
ws Boas our Peace and preventing our Ruin. The: 
| would more effeQtually ſecure us, than all the 
moſt politick Devices of the wiſeſt Stateſmen; 
more than all our Ships and Weapons of War. 
| By theſe, and no other ways, we might make 
1 our Peace with Heaven, and ingage the Lord of , 
Hoſts, till co take our part, tobe a Wall of Fire 
round about us, and to: ſhower down, in the 
moſt plentiful manner, his choiceſt Bleſſings in- 
to the Midſt of us. 
=» Let us every one then ſearch and'try our ways 
and turn unto the Lord our God. Let us deny all: 
our ungodlineſs and all our worldly Luſts, and live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly mm the World, Ler 
us join all our hands, to reſcue our common: 
Faith from the bold Inſults. of prophane and: 
| heretical Men, to beat .down-: the -Inſolence of 
Y prevailing Iniquity, and- to: revive the Spirit of: 
dying Piety. and Virtue. © Let us. all, in our- 
| | ſeveral 
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ſeveral Places, ſet our Hearts and Hands to this 
honourable and neceſſary Work. Let thoſe that 
are Ambaſſadors of Gad, be inſtant in Seaſon and 
out of Seaſon, rebuking, exhorting, perſwading, 
and zealoully endeavour by their Life and Do- 
frine, to adorn and propagacte the Faith of Chriſt, 
and to bring ſinners to repentance. Let not any 
worldly Conſiderations prevail with you that 
are Magiſtrates, to bear the Sword of God in vain. 
You have the Title of Gods, and therefore a&t 
with all your Might, for him whoſe Name and 
Authoriry you bear, and for that People for 
whoſe good he hath made you his Miniſters. Do 
courageouſly for him and with him, and labour 


with all your might to reform and ſave a crooks 
ed and perverſe Nation. Let not_the abſurd Re- 


proaches of a wicked Generation of Men diſcou- 
rage your Zeal for that Cauſe, for which the 
Eternal Son: of God came down from Heaven, 
and took upon him the form of a Servant, and was 
made the Scorn of Men and the Reproach of the 
People. It was in a time of Peace, when he was 
born for this end, to redeem Men from their Ini- 
quities, and to deſtray the Works of the Devil. And 
it will highly become you, upon the happy Re- 
turn of o- to us, to'ingage heartily in ſo Di- 
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vine and beneficial an Undertaking ; and now 
that we are free from the Cares and Dangers of 
War, to imploy your Thoughts, and Induſtry, 
and Authority -in doing the beſt Service you 


can for that good God, ro whom we owe this | 
_ great Bleſling ; that ſo Glory may be to God 


en high, Peace continued upon Earth, and the 
Good will of our Heavenly Father abound to- 


' wards us. Let thoſe that are of inferior Rank 
take the Magiſtrates part againſ# the evil doers,, 


and ftand up with them againſt the Workers of Ini- 
quity ; endeavouring by all decent and lawfull 


ways, to promote the Execution of our good- 
Laws againſt thoſe publick and ſcandalous Ini- 
quities which threaten our Ruine. The King: 


hath promiſed to do his part for the ſuppreſſing 
of Vice and Immorality ; and let us every one 
be aſſiſting, in our ſeveral Stations, to promote 


ſo good a Work. Let us do all we can, to: 
weaken the Cry, to reſtrain the Impudence, to- 
leſſen the Number, and to ſtop the growth of- 
our Sins,. to reform our ſelves and others ;. 
and then we might comfortably hope, that. 
God would build and plant us, and raiſe us to: 

ſuchÞa Degree of Strength, and Honour, and: 
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Proſperity, as would ſecure _us againſt all Dan- 
ger, and expoſe us only to the Envy. of our Ad- 
verſaries ; that our Peace would be as a River, 
and Plenty abound in our Tabernacles; that the 
Salvation of God would be nigh to, us, and Glory 
dwell --in”, our-;Land';" in a word, that it would 
be well with As, - and with our Children x06 ever. 
Amen. 


